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Pebblebrook High School 2.0: Project-based; Problem Solved!
Department: ESOL          





Fall Semester 2014
COURSE TITLE: ESL American Literature



INSTRUCTOR: Erin Geller
EMAIL: erin.geller@cobbk12.org





PHONE: 770-819-2521 
CLASSROOM BLOG: gelleresol.weebly.com

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  http://www.cobbk12.org/Pebblebrook/
PHS SCHOOL VISION: Empowering Students to Become Productive Members of a Global Community

PHS SCHOOL MISSION: Modeling and Developing Intellectual, Physical and Emotional Behaviors that Lead to Success for All
KEY ACTIONS: 
· Increase the Graduation Rate

· Increase rigor and student engagement (Project-based learning environment)

· Increase community and parental involvement

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Traveling thematically through key American concepts, we will explore and analyze how geography, culture, historical events, and language help to shape American texts. Outside novels, online articles, grammar and writing mechanics, the comprehensive research paper, and selected composition assignments comprise the content of the course. Students will  participate in various speaking and listening experiences to help build a strong foundation of communication skills. Technology will enhance the content and instructional delivery throughout the course. 
KEY CCGPS STANDARDS: 
There are four major strands of CCGPS standards in American Literature: Reading, Writing, Language, and Speaking/Listening.  Within these categories, there are certain standards we will predominantly focus on this semester; these exemplify skills we expect our students to master.  These include but are not limited to the following: 

Reading: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Writing: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence
Language: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking
Speaking/Listening: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

GRADING POLICY:

Students who entered 9th grade on or after 7/1/2011

Reading
25%


Writing…………………………
………25%


Speaking and Listening
..………………………15%


Language………………………
………………10%


Common Assessment………………………….
5%


EOCT……………………………………
20%

Students who entered 9th grade before 7/1/2011

Reading
25%


Writing…………………………
………25%


Speaking and Listening
..………………………15%


Language………………………
………………10%


Common Assessment………………………….
10%


EOCT……………………………………
15%

GRADING SCALE:

A - 100-90% 
B - 89-80%
C - 79-74%
D – 70-73%
F - 69-Below
SYNERGY ACCESS TO GRADES:  

It is strongly encouraged that you keep your Synergy login information in a safe place and that you have access to the information when needed.  Parents should contact the Main Office (770.819.2521) or Mr. John Chandler at ext. 099 in order to obtain their Synergy password and access information.
Please note that when you are viewing grades in Synergy that a blank grade column for your child has no effect on their grade.  If the space is blank, then your student may not have turned in that assignment due to absence or the teacher may not have entered grades for that assignment at that time.  An “X” means that the student is exempt from an assignment at the discretion of the teacher. 
TEXTBOOK/SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES: 

Central Texts: Prentice Hall Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes: The American Experience
 Required/Supplemental/Parallel Texts for the Course: 
Selected short stories, poetry, Stockett’s The Help, Aaron Levy’s “Pizza with Shrimp on Top,” Loewen’s Lies My Teacher Told Me and Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. Possible films include Pursuit of Happyness, The Help, The Crucible, Dead Poets Society, Death of a Salesman, along with various historical documentaries and author biographies.
NOTE: Material covered in this course may contain mature language or themes. Parents should take an active role by investigating course material. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. Signature of the attached syllabus acknowledgement form indicates awareness of course material and the responsibilities of the student.
MATERIALS NEEDED: Blue or black pens plus a pen in another color for editing, three-ring binder with dividers, loose leaf notebook paper, flash drive, highlighters, dictionary. 
DONATION REQUEST (OPTIONAL):  Tissues, art supplies, chart paper, student incentive items, poster board, hand sanitizer
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: 

· Arrive on time, with materials, ready to learn
· Show respect to your peers, teacher, any classroom visitors, and yourself

· Stay on task and focused

· Participate with online activities

· Electronic devices should be silent and invisible unless we are using them for instructional purposes during a specific work session. Electronic devices may not be plugged into classroom walls.

· No food, cell phones, hats, iPods, gaming devices, or other electronics should be seen during class.

· Participate in class discussions and complete all work on time.

· Remain seated during instruction.

FINAL EXAM EXEMPTION:
Students with no more than one excused absence may qualify to exempt one of their final exams.  Students with a course average of 80 or higher may exempt one final exam of their choice.  Students with a course average of 79 or below may request that ten percentage points be added to the final exam grade.  Towards the end of the semester, students who qualify may submit an Exam Exemption Form to the classroom teacher of their choice.  Teachers must verify that the student qualifies for the exemption.
PARTICIPATION:

Class participation is an important component of the English curriculum. Much can be learned from the exchange of ideas that occurs during class discussions. Frequent absences SERIOUSLY jeopardize your success in this class. The participation grade will be based on the degree of student involvement in the learning activities, including attention to and participation in written and oral exercises, class discussion, preparation for class, and homework.  To reiterate:  If you do not participate in formal class discussions, you will not receive a passing grade for that activity.

ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP POLICY: 
A student who is present and actively participates is more likely to be successful; however, if a student is absent, he or she has the number of days absent plus one day to make up assigned work. If the student does not make up the work, a zero will be assigned for the missed work. Work missed due to unexcused absences cannot be made up. Check the blog for all assignments. 
LATE WORK POLICY: 
It is my expectation that you will turn your work in on time. However, in the event of an absence or an emergency, late work will be accepted upon completed, but will result in a lower grade. All major projects will be penalized 10% for each day late; late class work and homework assignments only receive half credit the next day.
TARDY POLICY:  

To avoid being counted tardy, students must be seated and ready for class when the bell rings.  School policy states that students may receive Saturday School, In-School Suspension, and Out-of-School Suspension for repeated tardies.  Students are required to use the Late Arrival System to obtain tardy slips for admittance to class. 
EXTRA HELP: I am available before or after school by appointment on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.
Morning Session: 7:45-8:15



 
Afternoon Session: 3:45-4:15
CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 

As per the school’s policy, cell phones are not to be used during class time unless directed by the teacher for instructional purposes. Students will receive a discipline referral after one warning to put away any electronic device (unless the device is being used for instruction). Students are allowed to bring certain technologies to class (iPad, laptop, Kindle, etc.), but it should NOT interfere with the teaching or other’s learning. 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Cheating is considered a serious matter.  Any student who is involved in cheating/plagiarism will receive a grade of zero on the material, an unsatisfactory in conduct, and his/her parents will be notified. 
For this course, cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:

· Copying anyone's answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work or homework assignments

· Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as his or her own, i.e., plagiarism.

· Looking onto another student's paper during a test or quiz.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher's permission.

· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
CLASSROOM BLOG:
Throughout the year, students are expected to use the classroom blog daily. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check the blog and come prepared to the next class. All handouts and assignments will be posted daily to the blog. 

My blog: gelleresol.weebly.com
Let’s work together to make it a great year! 

