EOC Prep 1
Desiree's Baby
Kate Chopin


"It was no wonder, when she stood one day against the stone pillar in whose shadow she had lain asleep, eighteen years before, that Armand Aubigny riding by and seeing her there, had fallen in love with her. That was the way all the Aubignys fell in love, as if struck by a pistol shot. The wonder was that he had not loved her before; for he had known her since his father brought him home from Paris, a boy of eight, after his mother died there. The passion that awoke in him that day, when he saw her at the gate, swept along like an avalanche, or like a prairie fire, or like anything that drives headlong over all obstacles."
ARMOND
He fell in love at first sight
His mom died when he was 8 years old
He knew the girl since his father brought him home from Paris
Love hits the Aubigny’s hard and quickly
He was not in love with the girl before his mom died




Which universal theme BEST fits the passage?

  A) Love is foolish.
  B) Love at first sight is most pure.
  C) Sometimes love is right in front of you.
  D) The grass is not always greener on the other side.

EOC Prep 2
Excerpt from A Day at the Beach
Rob Baur
1 Because Lola's family invited Emma to join them on their annual trip to the ocean, Lola and Emma—who were best friends—were thrilled about their upcoming vacation at the beach. On the day of the trip, Lola, her family, and Emma packed the car and drove toward the shore. The drive was long, and they didn't reach the beach until it was already dark. It was difficult to see, and Lola's father passed the hotel and had to turn around. Finally, Lola's family reached their destination. Exhausted from their trip, they all went to sleep as soon as they arrived.
Why did Lola's father pass the hotel? 
A) was thinking about Jake and Matt's sandcastle. 
B) It was difficult for him to see because it was dark. 
C) He was distracted because the car was uncomfortable. 
D) The sun was bright, making it difficult for him to see.
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Excerpt from The Raven (excerpt) by Edgar Allan Poe
Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore-
While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,
As of some one gently rapping - rapping at my chamber door.
"'Tis some visitor," I muttered, "tapping at my chamber door-
Only this and nothing more."
Ah, distinctly I remember, it was in the bleak December,
And each separate dying ember wrought its ghost upon the floor.
Eagerly I wished the morrow - vainly I had sought to borrow
From my books surcease of sorrow - sorrow for the lost Lenore-
For the rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore-
Nameless here for evermore.
And the silken sad uncertain rustling of each purple curtain
Thrilled me - filled me with fantastic terrors never felt before;
So that now, to still the beating of my heart, I stood repeating
"'Tis some visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door-
Some late visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door-
This it is and nothing more."
Presently my soul grew stronger; hesitating then no longer,
"Sir," said I, "or Madam, truly your forgiveness I implore;
But the fact is I was napping, and so gently you came rapping,
And so faintly you came tapping - tapping at my chamber door,
That I scarce was sure I heard you - here I opened wide the door:-
Darkness there and nothing more.

What is the effect of the organization of this poem? 
A) 
The urgency of the matter becomes more evident. 
B) 
The speaker's reaction gets less pronounced. 
C) 
The suspense gives way to tranquility over time. 
D) 
The speaker's paranoia becomes more pronounced.

What is the effect of the last stanza mimicking the first? 
A) 
The speaker, disturbed from his sleep, is angered at the sudden tapping. 
B) 
The tapping has become more dramatic, but the speaker has grown disinterested. 
C) 
The speaker, while initially upset, is now calm in his approach to the tapping. 
D) 
The tapping, which was seemingly innocent, is now seen as mysterious by the speaker.





EOC Prep 4
Excerpt from Sister Carrie, Chapter II
Theodore Dreiser
Together they finished the labour of the day, Carrie washing the dishes while Minnie undressed the baby and put it to bed. Minnie's manner was one of trained industry, and Carrie could see that it was a steady round of toil with her.
She began to see that her relations with Drouet would have to be abandoned. He could not come here. She read from the manner of Hanson, in the subdued air of Minnie, and, indeed, the whole atmosphere of the flat, a settled opposition to anything save a conservative round of toil. If Hanson sat every evening in the front room and read his paper, if he went to bed at nine, and Minnie a little later, what would they expect of her? She saw that she would first need to get work and establish herself on a paying basis before she could think of having company of any sort. Her little flirtation with Drouet seemed now an extraordinary thing.
"No," she said to herself, "he can't come here."


Why does the author include the last sentence of this excerpt? 
A) to demonstrate Carrie's poor judgment 
B) to express a realization that Carrie has 
C)
to illustrate the mercurial nature of Carrie 
D) to hint at the question that will nag at Carrie's thought



EOC Prep 5
Each of the "tales" in Geoffrey Chaucer's poem The Canterbury Tales are told by a different pilgrim on a journey to the city of Canterbury. The poem has a large story (pilgrims going to Canterbury) that encloses all the "little stories" or tales the pilgrims tell.

Which best describes the type of structure Chaucer is using in his poem? 
A) flashback 

B) exposition 
C) frame narrative 
D) simple plot structure
